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The English writers who have not yet been mentioned may
be passed over with a few words. Richard Jones was one of
the first to deny the Ricardian doctrine of incidence, as he
was the first to dispute Ricardo's theory of distribution. He
confined himself almost exclusively to the tax on wages and
that on consumable commodities. Jones maintained that it
is impossible to tell beforehand the ultimate incidence of a
tax on wages; for this, he said, depends upon the effect of
the tax upon the movements of population. If the tax were
laid on wages, under such circumstances that it would not
affect the movement of population but would be met by a
sacrifice of secondary gratifications, it would not be shifted.
Only under conditions the reverse of these would the tax be
shifted from wages to profits.1

David Buchanan had preceded Jones in controverting some
of Adam Smith's doctrines on incidence. He took exception
to the distinction between the ground rent and the building
rent in the house tax.2 Above all, he opposed the view that
a tax on labor will produce a corresponding rise in wages. If
wages were always at the bare minimum point, then indeed,
he admitted, the doctrine might be true; but "while the
wages of labor afford comforts and even luxuries, the laborer
will always possess a fund for the payment of taxes. . . . All
taxes on labor, or on such commodities as the laborer con-
sumes, take effect by abridging his comforts. They increase
the hardships, and tend generally to degrade the condition of
the laboring classes/'3 We have already seen that the argu-
ment of Buchanan induced Ricardo to make a qualification of
his rigid theory.4
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